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The article investigates theoretical nature of terms «strategy», «strategic plan», 
«strategic planning» in the context of regional development. The lack of clarity in the 
definition of these concepts leads to inefficient usage of strategic planning in terms of 
sustainable development of Ukrainian regions. The main differences between terms 
«strategy» and «strategic plan» in researches of native and foreign scientists are found 
and analyzed, clear distinction is made. The essence and stages of the process of 
strategic planning are analyzed. On the basis of theoretical analysis, the terms related 
to strategic planning of regional development are updated. The results of the 
conducted research give an opportunity to compare theoretical basics with the 
legislative acts governing the strategic planning issues in Ukraine and decide how 
effective and adjusted to reality legislation is.  
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